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A Message from the Deputy Principal 
 
Welcome to the penultimate newsletter of this half 
term.  It’s been busy and fun, and we are all looking 
forward to a good break, however there is still a 
week of learning to do…… 
 
Today we welcomed Microsoft in to school to work 
with some students on block coding, and discussing 
careers in Tech.  The team at Microsoft have 
loaned the school equipment and are hoping to 
return at some point in the near future to continue 
working with our students.  Thanks for Ms Eden for 
organising this special event. 
 
Next Thursday is Parents’ Evening, we are really 
excited to invite you in to the school (or on TEAMS 
if you’d prefer).  Staff will be able to give you one-
to-one feedback, and we are available form 4-6pm. 
 
You will be aware that Miss Makoka has not been 
with us for this half term.  She has taken some time 
out for personal reasons, and has decided that she 
needed more than the original one week planned.  
We wish her all the best and look forward to her 
return soon. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, and I look forward to 
meeting you next week. 
 
 

Mr Calvert, Deputy Principal 
 

 

 

 
Class of the week: 

 
 

Hegerty, for great 
work in lessons and 
full participation in 

the Microsoft 
event. 



 

 

This week’s assembly was on The International Day 
for the Eradication of Poverty 

 

 
 

The Basic Needs for Living

What are the basic 
needs for living?

access to 
medical help

nutritious, 
regular food

opportunities to 
get a job to 
earn money

having a decent 
shelter or home

access to an 
education

What Is Poverty?

Are we guilty of sometimes taking for 
granted these basic needs for living?

no access to 
medical help

lack of 
nutritious, 

regular foodno opportunities 
to get a job to 
earn money

no decent 
shelter or 

home

no access to 
an education

People who do not have 
these basic needs met 
are living in poverty.

Unfortunately, there are many people around 
the world who do not have access to these 
basic needs for living.



 

 

 
 

 
 

Why Do People Live in Poverty?
Can you list some reasons why some people 

might be living in poverty around the world?

War

Living in a country which 
is at war destroys towns 
and homes. People often 
end up with nowhere to live or 
work.

Big companies taking land

Big companies that build things, or dig 
for things like oil, coal and gas, often 
take land away from local people. This 
prevents them from growing their own 
crops or keeping animals on the land.

The country they are born in No chance to go to school
In some countries, poor 
people cannot go to school. 
This means they cannot get any 
qualifications to get better jobs and 
earn more money.

In some countries, the poor people 
have no way of earning more money 
because they are not given the 
chances that they should have. This 
often means that the rich people get 
richer and the poor people get poorer.

What Is Being Done to Help?

“M ake Poverty History ” by [ Paul Downey ] is licensed under CC BY 2.0

In 1992, the United Nations (UN) 
General Assembly declared an 
International Day for the Eradication
of Poverty to be held on the 17 th

October every year.

Eradication means to 
remove, destroy or erase 
something completely.

The UN try to promote 
‘Peace, dignity and equality 

on a healthy planet’.

What is the UN?

The UN is an international 
organisation founded in 1945. 
It is made up of 193 nations or 

‘member states’ and is, 

‘One place where the world’s nations 
can gather together,discusscommon 
problems andfind shared solutions’.



 

 

 
 

 

The International Day for 
the Eradication of Poverty

The participation of the poor 
themselves has always been 
an important part of the 
Day's celebrations.

Since the decisions made to help eradicate poverty are going to affect 
the lives and communities of all those currently living in poverty, it 
makes sense that these people are at the centre of making the policies 
and plans to ensure that they are achievable.

People living in poverty can use their 
expertise and experiences to help 
contribute to the eradication of poverty.

When the day was first adopted in 1992, the UN General Assembly invited 
all States to devote the Day to putting on different events relating 
to the eradication of poverty and destitution (extreme poverty).

Since then, on the 17th October, people all over the world 
organise activities and work together towards trying to put 
an end to extreme poverty.

How Can We Make a Difference?

• Find out more about The UN International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 
2022 and how you can get involved.

• Consider how you can limit your waste (electricity, water, food etc). 

• Write about the issues; design posters that explain what poverty is, why there 
are so many living in poverty around the world and what can be done to help. 

• Stand up for people who are ignored and being treated unfairly.

• Start looking into charities which are concerned with these issues and find out 
how you can get involved.

• Make the most of the opportunities that you are given.

What can you do help the fight against poverty?



 

 

Speech and Language Department 
 
You may want to practise with some example problems before 
attempting this with a ‘real-life’ friendship problem: 

• Someone else has something you want. 
• Another student is saying mean things. 
• You are talking to your friend but they are not listening to you.  
• You said a mean comment to a friend. 
• You are having fun with your friend and you don’t want breaktime 

to end. 

Learning to problem solve is an essential skill that is used not only 
throughout childhood but also into adulthood. Social problem solving is 
the ability to change or adapt to undesirable situations that arise 
throughout our day. On a daily basis, a child will encounter social 
problems that they will need to solve. Anything from arguing with 
another student, to hurting a friend’s feelings, to having a difficult 
conversation, or working with others. 

Steps to problem-solving: 

Learning specific steps to problem-solving can allow children to 
remember how to solve a problem when they become overwhelmed or 
stressed. This requires lots of practise with an adult until the child is 
able to do this independently.  



 

 

When a problem arises (friendship problem or otherwise, support the 
child by discussing the four stages below): 

1) Identify the problem. For instance, start by having your child 
identify the social problem. 

2) Create three solutions. Also, have your child come up with three 
different solutions that they could use to solve the problem that 
they identified. 

3) Identify the consequences. Then, identify the consequence for 
each individual solution. 

4) Pick the best solution. Lastly, have your child identify which of 
their three solutions is the best choice and why.  

 
Your friend hasn’t given back your Yughio cards that you let them 
borrow. 
 

  



 

 

Computer Science 
Microsoft joined TVS students across primary and secondary for a fun day of 
coding activities today.  
What a pleasure to see our students engaged in creating games together with 
peers from other year groups.  
David a year 9 student won a micro:bit treasure hunt and said "This has been my 
best day at school ever!" 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

(Deputy) Principal’s Awards! 
HERE ARE THE AWARDS FROM THE WEEK BEGINNING 10th October: 

McGuinness: Bella, for positive communication and communicating her needs and 
wishes to staff.  
Applegate: Elliot, for getting all of his tick from his lessons this week and 
motivating others to engage in class. 
Packham: Iain, for continuously following staff instructions and engaging in lessons. 

Hopkins: Luca for his amazing input regarding first aid in PSHE. 

Tajiri: Molly, for excellent engagement in her learning. 
Hegerty: David for “Excellent engagement in his humanities lessons”. 
Thunberg: Goncalo is the pupil of the week for remaining focused when others were 
dysregulated. 
Wiltshire: Paige for catching up with missed art lessons. 
De Blois: - Dom, for hard work and resilience all week. 
Smale: Alex, for good communication and self regulation. 

 

Principal’s Shield: Henry, for being really focused in Maths, and showing good 
listening skills. 

 
 
Staff member of the week:  Mr Holder (again).  The Student Council voted for this 
one, they felt that Mr Holder and his team had been working very hard to keep the 
school looking great.  Thank you Mr Holder! 
  



 

 

IMP ORTANT 
We are always updating the student/pupil records, so please contact the office 
on office@thamesvalley.reading.sch.uk or tinaralph@thamesvalley.reading.sch.uk to 
advise of any food allergies or intolerances, or changes to circumstances.  

                     Friends of TVS   
                                                                        MAIN MESSAGE:  
This is a new group and a new way for parents to be involved. We can only do it if 

you help us by joining in, however you can. 
 
 
 

FoTVS is a way for parents to help the School by: 
- Supporting new parents 
- Helping School Fundraise 

- Promote opportunities for social activities 
 
 

At the moment we are helping with: 
- Online Family Quizzes 

- New parent buddy system 
- TVS BBQ & Sports Days 

- Parent WhatsApp Groups 
- FoTVS Facebook closed group https://www.facebook.com/groups/friendsoftvs/ 

- Pre-loved school uniform sales 
- Fundraise for the new TVS sensory garden 

If you want to find out more, join in or help us, please email 
us friendsoftvs@gmail.com 

  

mailto:office@thamesvalley.reading.sch.uk
mailto:tinaralph@thamesvalley.reading.sch.uk
mailto:friendsoftvs@gmail.com


 

 

 
Our Designated Safeguarding Team 

 
 
 
 
 
         

  

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

School Calendar: 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Some of you may have had difficulty accessing the school 
website in the last week.  We’ve just updated the address to 

www.thamesvalleyschool.org.uk , 

please let us know if there are any issues or errors.  

  
20th October Parents’ Evening 
21st October End of term 

https://www.autism.org.uk/our-schools/trust-schools/thames-valley


 

 

This page is for you at home to send in notices that you think other 
families might find interesting or helpful. Email 

simoncalvert@thamesvalley.reading.sch.uk with your notice. 
 
 

 

 
  

mailto:benrobinson@thamesvalley.reading.sch.uk


 

 
  



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

Support for transitioning to adulthood 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An information, advice, and advocacy service for young people with learning disabilities aged 16-25 
and their families. 

 
 

A new Reading Borough Council funded service to support young people and adults with Learning 
Disability and Autism and their families, who are aged 16-25 and preparing for adulthood. 

Our new full time Transitions Family Adviser will offer an independent, outreach, information, 
advice and support service to guide young people and their families through the complexities of 
becoming an adult, to manage the changes in social care, benefits, housing, health, education, 

employment and financial management. 
 
 

Our vision for children and young people with learning disabilities and autism in Reading is the same 
as for all children and young people, that they achieve well in their early years, at school and in 

college and make a good transition to adulthood to lead contented and fulfilled lives. 
 
 
 

For enquiries about this new service contact: 
Tel: 0118 966 2518 (open Mon-Fri, 9.30am-1.30pm) 
Email: familysupport-kate@readingmencap.org.uk 

You can view the information flyers by clicking on this link Reading Mencap – 
Preparing for Adulthood Service | Reading Services Guide (openobjects.com) 

  
 
 
 
 

mailto:familysupport-kate@readingmencap.org.uk
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