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‘Welcome back ‘ 

Mrs Buley—Interim Principal 

Welcome back and we hope you all had a restful half term! It has been wonderful to welcome back pu-
pils this week and see them all have a settled return to school following their break. 
 
After a busy few weeks in October, this half term also promises to bring several key events for staff, pu-
pils and their families.  Our Year 11 pupils will shortly be undertaking their first set of mock examinations 
(beginning 13th November) and you will shortly receive individual timetables to enable you to support 
the preparations at home. We are also planning our first trip for pupils undertaking their Arts Award 
qualification which we hope to go ahead in December! Plans are also underway for 
our Christmas event on the afternoon of 15th December, and we hope to welcome 
as many of you as possible into school for this.  
 
Pupils will also be celebrating several key events this half term, including 'Social 
Media Kindness Day' next week on 9th November where School Council have sup-
ported the preparations for this - we look forward to sharing more about this with 
you next week.  
 
We look forward to working with you all again this half term! 

Autism Wellbeing Hub 

Centre for AUTISM Wellbeing Hub Launch 

Date:   9th November 2023 

Time:   19:00—21:00 

Location: University of Reading, Palmer Lecture Theatre or online 

The Wellbeing Hub is a new project funded through the support of University of 

Reading donors. For the last year, we have been working with autistic young peo-

ple and their families to identify activities that we could offer and areas for re-

search that will support autistic young people and their families to lead their best 

lives. By focusing on autistic thriving, we hope to create an inclusive community 

where, through meaningful collaboration, autistic young people, their families, 

and supporting professionals can explore what is important to autistic people in 

terms of living a good life. During our launch event, we will give a detailed over-

view of the project and set out how the autism community can be involved in 

shaping its future direction.  

For those attending in person, after the talks there will be refreshments and the 

chance to review the latest autism-related research from members of the School 

of Psychology and Clinical Language Sciences. All are welcome. 

 
For more information & register for the event: https://
www.reading.ac.uk/events/Feed/2023/November/Centre-for-
Autism-Wellbeing-Hub-Launch   

Dates for the Diary 

• 6th November—Student Flu Immunisa-

tions  

• 9th November  - Social Media Kind-

ness Day 

• 13th—17th November - Anti-Bullying 

Week 

• 29th November - No Pens Day 

Assembly This Week 

Assembly this week focused on Remem-

brance and why we wear poppies.  The 

pupils learnt about the history of the 

significance of wearing the poppy and 

how this is commemorated each year on 

November 11th at 11am.  During form time 

next week pupils will have the oppor-

tunity to complete work about re-

membrance in preparation for Remem-

brance Day on Saturday 11th November 

and Remembrance Sunday on Sunday 

12th November.   
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Barvember:  

The month of November is an exciting time for Mathematician as it is Barvember.  This is 
where we support pupils to visualise their learning with the use of bar models.  Barvember 
is a month packed with maths problems for all primary and secondary age children. Each 
problem can be solved using a bar model but this is not the only method that can be used.   

Over the month pupils will have the opportunity to engage with a variety of problems that 
can be solved using the bar model.   

With this newsletter there are three problems from this week for you to solve at home 
should you wish to – the solutions are also provided on the final page. 

We hope that you enjoy problem solving. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Reminder: Student Flu Immunisations 06/11/2023 
 

If you would like your child to receive the flu immunisation, please complete the form 
sent out with the Newsletter. 
 
Parent/carers are required to complete a consent form as soon as possible or by 9am, 
one full day before your session at the latest if you would like your child to receive their flu 
vaccination at school.  

If you do not wish for your child to be vaccinated, please  complete 
the form as a non-consent. 



 



What we are learning this term—Autumn 2023 

Christmas 2023 

Exciting plans are well underway for Christmas 2023. We 
will be holding our Christmas dinner day on Wednesday 
13th December. The menu has been uploaded into MCAS 
specifically for this day, and ask that you login and select 
the meal requested before 20th November 2023. Any or-
ders after this day can not be guaranteed.  

Our Christmas fayre will be held on Friday 15th December 
afterschool and we will have lots of festive fun and games, 
refreshments and hoping a special visitor 
can pop along too if he can leave the North 
Pole at such as busy time! 

We are asking for donations to our chocolate tombola as 
well as to our filled jars tombola. So please be generous and help make our Christmas 
fayre one to remember for all. More information will follow in next weeks Newsflash.  

Donations for the tombola’s can be brought to the school office anytime from Monday 
6th November 2023.  



 

Occupational Therapy: Anastasios Kofonikolas  

Exciting news…. 

Out new immersive sensory area is being installed 
later this month. With the support of SpaceKraft, 
the design has been created in partnership with 
TVS to enhance the occupational therapy for our 
students. 

 



Points of Contact 

Subject Contact Name Email address 

Primary Phase Lead, Phoenix 
Form Tutor 

Miss Ciara Mal-
lon 

ciara.mallon@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Scorpius Form Tutor Mrs Anastasia 
Thomas 

anastasia.thomas@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Head of English, Pyxis Form Tu-
tor 

English, Orion Form Tutor 

Ms Eirini 
Akrivopoulou 

Mr Jamei Mo-
yad 

Eirini.Akrivopoulu@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Jamei.Moyad@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Maths Teacher 

Maths, Taurus Form Co-Tutor 

Mrs Jemma 
Dudgeon 

Mr Julian Rich-
ens 

Jemma.Dudgeon@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Julian.Richens@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Science Teacher 

Science, Draco Form Tutor 

Mrs Jemma 
Dudgeon 

Miss Aleksandra 
Avramova 

Jemma.Dudgeon@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

aleksan-
dra.avramova@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Art and Design, Aquila Form 
Tutor 

Miss Laura Pirkl Laura.Pirkl@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Computing, Taurus Form Co-
Tutor 

Miss Sharon 
Eden 

Sharon.Eden@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Humanities, Lynx Form Tutor Mr Michael Vil-
lar 

Michael.Villar@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Catering & PSHE Teacher, Ca-
reers Lead, Lupus Form Co-
Tutor 

Mr Tim 
Shephard 

tim.shephard@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Lupus Form Co-Tutor Miss Christina 
Johnston 

christina.johnston@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

Draco Form Co-Tutor Miss Phoebe 
Edmond 

phoebe.edmond@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 

PSHE Teacher Miss Becca 
Archer 

Becca.Archer@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk 
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Key Dates for Parents & Carers (2023-24) 

 


