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Pupil Awards

This academic year, we will be celebrating three pupils each week who have been nominated
by staff for demonstrating our school principles.

We are pleased to announce that this week’s winners are:

Thoughtful - Marshall Collins has been awarded this week for supporting our new staff with
technology and being helpful in the classroom.

Value - Zayn Aslam has been awarded this week for fantastic engagement in all his lessons.

Safe - Junior Ndah has been awarded this week for evacuating quickly and safety in our fire
drill.

A huge congratulations to these 3 pupils from all the staff

Date Change: Sports Day will take place on 24th April
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This week the focus in Speech
and Language Therapy was
idioms. o i

In personal development lessons, pupils have started
learning about interoception and doing experiments to see
how different parts of their body feel.

This involved labelling where different body clues are felt in
the body and in George's case - being the body outline!

Dates for the Diary

17t January—Year 6 SATS information - 15.15 - 16.00, Thames Valley School
24 January—Year 9 and 10 information - time TBC with parental feedback
Parent Reading Event—date TBC (Feb 2023)

Please do confirm your attendance, by contacting office@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk and
we look forward to seeing you then!
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PSHE and RSE This Half Term
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Year 7 pupils will be considering their personal learning goals in and out of school as well as thinking
about what motivates them to do well. Year 8 pupils are exploring the dangers of gambling and how
this can affect their personal wellbeing, with this linked to online safety and legal responsibilities. Year
9 have started to discuss what mental health is, how this affects individuals' wellbeing and where they
can go to for additional support. The pupils in Year 10 will consider relationship goals and the connec-
tions these can have on mental health, as well as exploring personal resilience. Year 11 have begun
building up their strategies on managing anxiety, stress and exam pressures.

Within RSE, it has been a positive start to the lessons, with pupils showing open mindedness, maturity
and a keen interest in personal growth and development. Year 7 are exploring how their bodies are
changing, what might happen to them during puberty and the human life cycle. Year 8 have already
had a lesson on developing realistic and healthy relationships, values and expectations, leading onto
gender identity, consent (avoiding assumptions) and an introduction to contraception. Year 9 will
begin to further understand about relationship choices, how vital consent is, understand sexual rela-
tionships and the law, as well as learn about the different types of contraception available. The Year 10
pupils are discussing the emotional impact societal change can have on young people, building fur-
ther understanding of the spectrum of gender, including respectful ways of using appropriate vocabu-
lary. By the end of the half term, pupils should be able to list sources of help and support in relation to
changes young people may find challenging. Year 11 pupils have played an active role in planning their
final two terms of content and will therefore explore mental health challenges, including eating disor-
ders, stress and anxiety, alcohol misuse and intrusive thoughts. There will be a focus on where support
can be sought and what support might look like.

If you wish to discuss further what your child will be learning in PSHE and RSE this half term, please do

not hesitate to get in touch via becca.archer@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk
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2024/2025 School Calendar

Autumn Term 2024 (72 school teaching days)

INSET Days
School Opens
School Closes
Half Term
School Opens
School Closes

Inset Day

Christmas Holiday

Monday 2™ - Tuesday 3™ September 2024
Wednesday 4 September 2024

Friday 25 October 2024

28" Dctober - 1 November 2024

Monday & November 2024

Thursday 12°" December 2024

Friday 20" December 2024
234 December 2024 - 3™ January 2025

Spring Term 2025 (59 school teaching days)

School Opens
School Closes
Half Term

Inset Day
School Opens

School Closes

Easter Holiday

Monday 6" January 2025
Friday 14 February 2025
17" February 2025 - 21* February 2025

Monday 24" February 2025
Tuesday 25" February 2025

Friday 4™ April 2025
T April 2025 - 21= April 2025

Summer Term 2025 (59 school teaching days)

School Opens

May Bank Holiday Monday

Inset Day
School Closes

Half Term
School Opens
School Closes

Tuesday 22 April 2025
Monday 5™ May 2025
Tuesday 6% May 2025
Friday 23 May 2025

26" May 2025 - 30" May 2025
Monday 20 Jure 2025
Tuesday 22~ July 2025

Academic Year 2024-2025 (190 school teaching days)

Wishing all our families a lovely weekend




